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THE following production may ſeem 


to require an apology for being ob- 
truded upon the public, at a time, 
when the preſs is ſo fully employed 
in diſperſing the inſtructions of the 
_ pulpit. 
deed, had it's influence upon the mind 
of the author, and made him un- 
willing to gratify partial candour at an 
earlier moment. But having waited 
to ſee what effe& the paſt ſolemnities, 
moſt. earneſtly enjoined by an authority 
always to be venerated, and then ren- 
dered moſt impreſſive by the awful 
peculiarity of the moment, might have 


upon public manners and individual. 
A 2 conduct; 


This conſideration hath, in- 


1 3 
conduct; and not meeting the deſired 
ſatisfaction, he now preſumes to caſt 
his mite into the Treaſury of national 
affection. Should the reſult be, in the 
leaſt degree, conducive to the correc- 
tion of folly, vice, and errour, or the 
advancement of truth, virtue, and re- 
ligion, the goodneſs of his aim, how- 
ever feeble, will be moſt ſatisfactorily 
rewarded. The return of peace and 
proſperity to this country are more 
connected with no man's wiſh or ſoli- 
citude; but whatever reaſonable ex- 
pectation in this way can be formed, 
unleſs PRoPRIETY and CONSISTENCY 
in different ranks and orders firſt make 
their return, and there is a unity of 
moral deportment, religious ſeriouſneſs, 
and popular ſubordination, not only 
exiſting i in, but predominant through- 
out the great maſs of ſociety ; if men 


are lovers of themſelves, or lovers of 
AY pleaſures 


{xy 
pleaſures * to a degree incompatible 
with the love of God, betraying them, 
in any ſtation, high or low, into com- 
pliances, ſtratagems, and tranſactions, - 
which Chriſtian principles, and even 
moral fitneſs, will not warrant, what 
probability can there be of ſubſtantial 
enjoyment or permanent ſucceſs ? De- 
pend upon it, politically ſpeaking, (all 
hiſtory will ſupport me in the aſſer- 
tion,) if we will not have God to reign 
over us, He will leave us to reap the 
fruit of our doings t, and whatever in- 
ſtruments of His government He may 
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employ for our chaſtiſement, neither 
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His wiſdom nor His juſtice can be diſ- 
appointed in the execution of His laws. 
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* Theſe are ſources of miſchief, the fruits of which 
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we too well know, and have abundant reaſon moſt ear- 


— 2 


neſtly to deplore. 
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+ See an excellent tract, entitled, ( Reform or Ruin,” 
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which calls for univerſal attention. 
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Repentance and life are in every view, 

and in every ſenſe, inſeparably united. 
Wherefore the condition is (ſurely, it is 
favourable, we know, it is fixed) “turn 
« yourſelves, and hve ye.” 


A SERMON. 


= 
=== — SS — . — IE eC S 
- — — . — - * — — — — — — — — — — — 
> . IX Fa — — ID — — 2 * — 1 — 2 
— N ES — lm. — > >_>, — = 2 
— 22 — 7 — --- A - 
= i 2 211 Tz * T 22 = - _ - = 
= 1 5 
4 —— — 2 — 
* —— 


SERMON. ah 


1 
—— — 
= — 


— . — 


—— —————— — 
— 2 — — 


1 ĩ A ET ISLET TT TS 
wc 3 — . 


Rox. ch. xi. Part of the 20th and 21ſt verſes. 
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BE NOT HIGH-MINDED, BUT PEAR. 
FOR, IF GOD SPARED NOT THE NATURAL 
BRANCHES, TAKE HEED LEST HE, ALSO, 
SPARE NOT THEE. 
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TRE Subject, of which theſe words are the 
reſult, and that ſacred Monitor who pro- 


nounced them, muſt ever demand a fulnefs 
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of attention from all Chriſtian poſterity. | 
Whoſe intereſt is ſo infeparably connected 
with the exhortation as to make a refuſal to 
comply, not only unreaſonable, but, in the 
| higheſt degree, hazardous; becauſe it is riſk= 
ing the loſs of the Divine protection, ' and, 
perhaps, provoking, in conſequence, the ſe- 
vereſt viſitation of God's diſpleaſure. 
A 4 The 


\ 


The rejection and puniſhment of the Jews, 

that memorable event referred to by St. Paul: 
does, indeed, exhibit ſuch a ſtriking leſſon to 
us, that, upon due conſideration, nothing, ex- 
cept inſenſibility, can reſiſt it's appeal. 


Their caſe was the abuſe of bleſſings de- 


rived from the indulgence of ſupreme bounty, 


and the contempt of the greateſt of all bleſs- 


ings, which could be conferred upon man- 


kind, that of redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 
An inſtance of ingratitude ſo ſingular in it- 
ſelf, and ſo extravagantly inſulting to the 
Almighty, that the ven geance before de- 
nounced was with deſerved ſeverity executed 


upon the offenders, inſomuch that the moſt 
complicated miſeries overtook them *. Their 


City 


* Our Lord gave the moſt awful warnings of that 
ſignal event; and it's dreadful conſequences are moſt 
affectingly deſcribed by JostrHus, to whom a moſt 
diſtinguiſhed writer of the preſent day gives a fulneſs of 
credit, not only for his teſtimony, but his eloquence.— 
- Purſuits of Literature. B. 4. p. 309. 
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City was pillaged and deſolated, it's inhabi- 
tants became, not only a prey to implacable 
enemies, but the ſad victims of their own ) 
fury, and their deſcendants, fugitives over the 


earth, as a ſtanding evidence of the righteous 
judgment of God. Surely, ſuch an infliction 
of puniſhment for ſuch diſobedience is a ſuf- 
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ficient ground for caution to future genera- 


tions of men, more particularly to thoſe, 
who are taken into covenant with the Almighty 
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under the moſt ineſtimable advantages, and, 


conſequently, muſt be invariably obliged to 
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revere His authority and obey His commands, 
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amenable to His juſtice, and, when incenſed, 
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expoſed to it's execution. For the Apoſtle 
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aſks, Is God unrighteous, who taketh ven- 
geance ? and then anſwers this queſtion by 1 
another, which meets the underſtanding, and | 1 
muſt impreſs the apprehenſion of mankind z | 
How then can God judge the world ? \ 

Thanks are due to this extraordinary memorialiſt for 


his quotation, He merits applauſe for his application. 
of a well adapted paſſage from LoxGinus. 
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(wo ) 
Ie is. indeed, inconceivable, if He made it, 
which nothing but madneſs can controvert, 


| that He ſhould leave it without rule, ; of that- 
* this rule ſhould not attach to creatures, who 


are capable of diſcerning and obeying it ; 
who are acquainted with it's nature, it's mo- 
tives, and it's ſanctions ; whoſe connection 
with it is indiſſoluble; whoſe lives and man- 


mens ſins go beforehand to judgment, and 
4 ſome they follow after. In this view, which 
| puts an effectual check upon human pre- 
| ſumption, there ſeems to be an opening to a 
| vaſt diſplay of Omnipotence, the exertions of 


which cannot but be equally various and in- 
conceivable. One diſtin ion, however, we 
are not only warranted to make, but directed to 
purſue and apply, that of Nations and Bodies 
of men. All hiſtory, in a fulneſs of atteſta- 
tion, ſpeaks to this very exemplified point; 
but that, upon which we muſt have an infal- 
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ners ought to be conformable to it, and whoſe. 
deaths cannot defeat it's accompliſhment ; for 
| there is no contradicting this aſſertion, Some 
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en!) 
lible reliance, does ſo authenticate our belief, 
as to leave no room for heſitation. The truth 
is obvious and moſt alarming, and it calls 
aloud for improvement by a beneficial applis 
cation to ourſelves, whilſt the things belong» 
ing to our peace, nationally. conſidered, per- 
baps, our political exiſtence, are urging us to 
vigilance and earneſtneſs in the way of ſelf, 
preſervation; and, in order to make theſe 
ſucceſsful, to an holy importunity in our 
united addreſſes to the Throne of God, whoſo 
own deſcription of himſelf is, * Am I a God 


at hand, faith the Lord, and not a God 
« far off? Do not I fill Heaven and Earth? 


« faith the Lord.” Univerſality of dominion, 
is, indeed, ſo juſtly characteriſtic of the ſu- 


preme - Being, that the human mind, when 


illuminated by the wiſdom from above, can- 
not diveſt itſelf of ſuch a perſuaſion, ſince, 
without it, inf uperable perplexities muſt oc- 
eur, and every ray of light, otherwiſe attain- 


able, will be abſorbed in ſurrounding darkneſs. 


The moſt melancholy experience hath evinced 
the 
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many parts of the world, upon which the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs hath not yet ariſen; a 


caſe, beyond the reach of our inveſtigation, 


whoſe faculties will always be beſt employed, 


not in affecting to ſearch into the ſecret things, 


which belong to the Lord our God, but by a 
due attention to thoſe which are revealed to 


us, which are inſeparably connected with the 


temporal and eternal intereſts of ourſelves and 


our children. 


% 


Here then opens upon us an ample field 


for intellectual exerciſe at a time when we 


ſhould avail ourſelves of every wiſe direction 
and of every -beneficial aid in repelling miſ- 
chiefs and in ſecuring comforts, in averting 
curſes, and in preſerving bleſſings, which we 
cannot, on. the one hand, too much- dread, 
nor, on the other, too highly value, both as 
friends to ourſelves, and as guardians to our 


x poſterity. 


the truth of this remark, and ſtill does in 


Liberty, 
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Liberty, property, religion, and life, are 
all at ſtake, and threatened by remorſeleſs 


% 


vengeance with overthrow and - perdition *. 


It is no breach of charity to affirm this ; for 
the moſt atrocious and - tremendous facts, 
which ever ſtained the annals of hiſtory; 
ſtand in evidence, and the mioſt determined 
malevolence proclaims it's boaſt, that banks 
of long continuance ſhall -be thrown down, 
foundations ſubverted, the throne demoliſhed, 
the altar polluted, and both facrificed to ava- 
rice, ambition, and cruelty, to a ſavage fury, 
which having renounced all principle, feels 
no reſtraint. This is ſtrong language, and it 
is very unpleaſant to adopt it; but truth and 
neceſſity warrant it's cloſeſt application. Un- 
der ſuch circumſtances, ſupineneſs, which is 
always a ſad enemy to public good, muſt be 


inexcuſable ; and there are no means of de- 


* A late dreadfully notorious attempt upon the ſacred 
life of the King himſelf ſtands in full evidence of this 
very intereſting truth, when, had frantic violence effected 


it's purpoſe, the molt complicated mifery muſt have en- 
ſued. 


fence | 


ES 


Tice Which our. duty does not call upon 1 us 


earneſtly to employ and enforce. But there 


is one Which ſhould be moſt attended to, as 
being of the greateſt conſequence in itſelf, and 
THAT without which others will be inſigni- 


fieant and vain, 1 mean the PROTECTION OF 


Gov. 


— 
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Such is the ſolemn employment of chis 


day, when we are called upon by authority, 
(which is, we ſhould hope, in all it's branches 


exemplifying this conduct) to humiliate our- 
ſelves in the ſacred "courts of the Lord of 


Hoſts. If we are reſolved upon the execu- 


tion of this moſt important purpoſe, and do 


|. Hot daringly trifle with our Almighty Friend, 


Him who hath ſo orTtex, and fo LATELV, 
been with us in the day of our diſtreſs, our 


penitence (for without penitence. we have no 
remedy) muſt be Founded, active, and ſin- 
cere; it muſt originate from the heart, ope- 


rate upon the life, and bring forth fruit cor- 


| 5 reſponding to our profeſſions ; it muſt be a 


godly, 
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podly, not a phariſaic, ſorrow, and have 4 
uniform and corritmandirig influence over out 
conduct, not only as citizens of an earthly 
jerufalem, but as denizens of THAT Which 
is above; it muſt harmonize with our faith, 
and rely for it's efficacy upon the Merits of 
Chriſt ; it muſt comprehend a diligent con- 
formity to His commands and example, and 
carry us on from ſtrength to ſtrength in the 
progreſs of that diſcipline which the Goſpel 
enjoins as inſeparable from the banner of 
Salvation. This is an engagement which || 
ſummons to exertion every faculty of the - || 
ſoul, and will admit of no trifling or pre- 
tence, no artifice or colluſion, no ſubterfage 
or apology. Nothing will do but obedience 
conformable to Goſpel precepts, and exerts 
plified in a conduct correſponding to our 
En gagements, as the covenanted people of God 
under his final diſpenſation of conſummate 
mercy. Here, then, with ſuch a ſenſe of 
obligation in our view, and ſuch an urgent 
call to it's actual, and immediate, and laſting | 

enforce- | 


( 1605 
I enforcement, three things demand our aten 
tion. The fir, rt i is, an enquiry into the nature 
of our deportment and practice as Subjects, 
in reſpect to religious and moral character, 
of the Kingdom of God. The ſecond, an 
earneſt and fixed Reſolution to amend our 
ways. and our doings in whatever points of 

behaviour there is a conſciouſneſs of deviation 
from the known laws of that Kingdom. The 
third, that perſeverance in the due re gulation 
of our conduct. is the moſt needful thin g. 
without which, our petitions to Heaven will 
be a mockery, and conſequently, ſo far from 
conſoling us under our diſtreſſes, will aggra- 
vate our provocations, and expoſe us to 
the ſevereſt Viſitations of His impending 
Juſtice. 

Neo rational creature can be ſuppoſed to 
exiſt without ſome degree of attention to his 
' own general conduct; for, however {light his 
knowledge is of a law by which this ſhould 
be regulated and determined, there muſt be a 

con- 
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conſciouſneſs reſulting from the heart, which 
will exerciſe it's authority as the Vicegerent - 


of God. Self- inſpection, therefore, is a na- 


tural act; and, wherever this operates, ſome 


regard will be had to the nature and tendency 


of what we do in the courſe of our beha- 
viour as moral and accountable Creatures. 


To us, who live under the light of Revela- 
tion, and are bleſſed with the moſt deſirable 


means of inſtruction, ſuch an obligation does, 


more eſpecially, attach. We cannot but know 
the nature and bounds of our duty, and how 


abundantly we are intereſted in the great 


event of all, when God ſhall judge the world 
in righteouſneſs, and, agreeably to the ſanc= 


tions and evidences of his government, the | 


people with his truth. 


Here then ſhould follow certain queſtions 


relative to our conduct as members of ſociety. 


and perſonally concerned in it's preſervation 


and ſupport ; for we cannot be diſobedient to 


God without being eventually, in ſome re- 
B reſpe, 
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ſpect, injurious to others as well as miſe 
ehievous to ourſelves. Have our practice 
and example been fuch as Chriſtianity re- 
quires 2 Is there a uniformity. and ſteadineſs, 
a propriety and conſiſtency: in our deports 
ment, correſponding: to the ſeveral ſtations 
which we fill, and the reſpective duties and 
oocupations, to which we are called, for we 
all have our particular, and general obliga- 


tions? Or, muſt we, upon enquiry, be mor- 


tified with. a ſad conſciouſneſs of the reverſe; 
by diſcovering that aw unguardedneſs of con- 
duct im ourſelves has been a lure to others to 
imitate our follies and our vices; and different 
kinds of extravagances in a prudential, or 
moral view!? It is a diſagreeable remark: to 
make, but it is too notorious a truth to be 


overlooked, that ſuch is the caſe almoſt uni- 


verſally, for we muſt know, and ſee, and feel 
it. The body politic, like the body natural, 
when the manners of a people become dege- 
nerate, and an affectation of levity, and pa- 
rade, and pleaſurable exceſſes pervade the 
great 
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great maſs, When all Walti tb bæ Ae and 
ſubordination, "that | indiſperifible e cement” of 


1 2 * 


ſocial Hfe, is, in every ſenſe, abforbed if 
licentiouſneſs, will have it's ſicltneſſes, anck 
bruiſes, and putrifying ſores, will have it's 
nerves relaxed; it's ſtrength” debilitated; arid 
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Under fach dai emedies are dif- 
ficult of application, ARGS dintment,' and 
even the balm of Gilead,” may fail, the beſt 
3 and moſt appeaſing means may not ſucceed? 


and far leſs will violence, and ſeverity, and! 


R frantic innovations. Effectual relief can be 
1 expected, from nothing but a continued change 
cauſes , which contribute | to form, and to 5 ag 
= gravate our political diſeaſe, © This muſt be 
3 done by diſcernment,” and refs] ution, and con- 
2 currence, by a ſacrifice of private follies and. 
vices at the Altar of public ſpirit, by reforrhs" 
ing not the conſtitution of the country, which 
3 | is, 
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3 of moral regimen, and àæ removal of the 
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is, at preſent, quite good enough to be the 


object of conſuming envy, and an incitement 


to ambitious intrigue, but, the reformation of 


> cuſtoms and manners, which are fantaſtical 
and profligate, degrading and deſtructive *, 
and, in ſome reſpects, (abounding facts war- 
rant the affirmation) beyond the example of 
preceding times. Reform, in this view of 
things, when human depravity, with a bold- 
neſs not to be deſcribed, exhibits it's horrid 
features throughout various ranks of life, is, 


5 indeed, loudly called for, and moſt devoutly 


to be wiſhed, not as tranſient and f uperficial, 
in compliance with the ſolemnity of a day, 


| but as radical and laſting, as looking to, and 


-F Charity, it is ſaid, wil! cover a multitude of ſins, 


not our own. comrhutatively, ſuch an imagination is 
vain, and directly contrary to St. Paul's explanation of 


he term, which implies univerſa] benevolence. But it 
would be a proſtitution of charity to paſs without cen- 
fure boldneſs, when it appears, where modeſty ſhould ;, 

fribliſm, when it aſſumes the place of manlineſs; 4 
grading foppery, when it excludes profeſſional decorum , 


and above all, to treat with indifference and connivance, 


corruption of principles, and ne of manners openly 
| avowed. | ' X 
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Soleil g, the good and bappiden E 


the riſing as well as the preſent generation, 
indeed of all generations to come. Mere 


pretence, let appearances be ever ſo plauſible; | 


without real amendment, will not do, 'We 
muſt be careful that the meaſure of our ini- 
quities is not filled up, and we ourſelves over- 
taken, as others have been, by the long pro- 


voked viſitations of an offended God; whoſe 
attribute of juſtice can no more be ſeparated 


from his Nature or from his Dominion, than 
that of his mercy. If we will neither hear 
nor fear, nor profit by an appeal to paſt tranſ- 
actions, or to preſent experience, puniſh- 
ment, however reluctantly inflicted, will fol- 


low. For though in the general courſe of | 
divine diſpenſations forbearance is apt to diſ- 


cover itſelf, and mercy is diſpoſed to rejoice 
againſt judgment, yet will not 1neALLIBLE 
w1SDOM ever permit God, in the reſult of 
his Government, to be mocked. Where THIS 
preſides divine authority cannot be ſacrificed 
to human perverſeneſs ; but uniform effects 
will correſpond to uniform cauſes. It is fo 
5 B 3 ä 


„ 

in the nature of things; it is ſo by the will 
of God ; it is ſo in the meaſures of his pro- 
vidence; and all Hiſtory, as one great Re- 
giſter of ſucceſſive events, illuſtrates and 
Proves to a certainty of conviction, which no 
controyerly can remoye, that Righteouſneſs 
exalteth a nation, bath a certain tendency by 
it's happy influence to do ſa ; and that Sin is 
the. dif, grace, and, in it's fatal conſequences, 
the ruin of a people. Enough, ſurely, to 
excite an carneſt, and a fixed reſolution on 
our part to amend our ways and our doings 
in whatever points of behaviour there is an 
appearance of deviation from the known and 
irreverſible laws of God's kingdom. For 
we can have no reaſonable ground of ex- 
pectation, that we ſhall be ſo partially in- 
dulged as to find an exemption from that 
diſcipline, or thoſe penalties, which are pro- 
videntially connected with his Government 
over accountable Beings . 


A E 
The events of the 1 of the Chriſtian world; 
are | ſo awful ang | garmin, as to induce us to believe 
| that 


| 
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What then « can e a 
compliance with the Will of our Maker, and 
the regulating our conduct by thoſe laws 
without an attention to whieh neither our 
happineſs can be attained nor his favour ſe- 
cured ? If we have relaxed in this, and feel 
by a ſad experience the evils reſulting from 
our miſconduct, we cannot, when a remedy: 
may be had, be too ſolicitous for it's applica- 


tion, nor, when we know the infinite im- 


portance of Diſpatch on account of the hazard 
of Delay, be too ready or too earneſt in ma- 


nifeſting our repentance by a production of 
fruit unto holineſs. 


External ſigns, ſuch as faſting and prayer, 
are only relatively good, and muſt have their 
value eſtimated by the influence over the 


that they do not happen without the providential inter- 
poſition of the Supreme Being to check the ſuperſtitions 
and corruptions of man, and for the fulfilling the pre- 

ditions probably alluſiye to thoſe times, when the king- | 
doms of the world muſt, in defiance of all human po- 


liey, n the kingdoms of God and of his Chriſt. 
B 4 heart, 


* 


| ( 1 
N, and by the ſubſequent acts ot a re- 


Ugious life. N RD 


The Chriſtian faith, if it is conſidered AS 


a merely nominal diſtinction, will have no | 


effect in our temporal protection, nor open 


a paſſage. for that rejoicin g of hope, which 
every Penitent is encouraged to feel upon his 
return to a forgiving God, who muſt be thus 
conciliated by a ſubſtantial proof of ſincerity 
and reſolution. Chriſtian fortitude muſt be 
added to Chriſtian faith; and the armour of 


righteouſneſs, on the right hand and on the 


left, ſo put on as to ſupport us in our war- 
fare, ſecure a conqueſt, and obtain that in- 
corruptible crown, which the Captain of our 
Salvation, whoſe Merits have procured it, 
will finally confer. Nor is ſuch a return to 
God, as we by this day's humiliation moſt 
ſolemnly engage to perform, to be a tranſitory 
act, one, which will ſuddenly vaniſh upon 
the firſt temptation z but a ſteady, uniform, 
perſevering obedience to the precepts, and 
commands, and example of our Redeemer, a 


reſolute 


(4s) 
reſolute ſubmiſſion to that Yoke, which is 
eaſy, an habitual bearing of that Burthen, 
which is light. In this ſervice, and in this 
alone, there is PERFECT FREEDOM; no appre- 


henſions to perplex, no torments to puniſh, 
no evils to lament, but a ſatis factory paſſage 
through this life, and a joyful poſſeſſion upon 


our arrival in the next. To diſſemble under 


circumſtances of diſtreſs, when there is ſuch 
proviſion made for our comfort and eſcape ; 


when we are not only preſerved from the 
ſevereſt miſeries, but admitted to the com- 


pleteſt bliſs, is a complication of folly and 
madneſs, which no language can deſcribe; 
eſpecially, when we know the dreadful con- 
ſequences of an Apoſtacy from God and 
Goodneſs, which muſt lead, if not ſeaſonably 
checked and corrected, to an infliction of 
judgment temporal and eternal, to lamenta- 


tion, and mourning, and woe. For the 


concluding conſideration is, ſince Omnipo- 
tence cannot fail in it's means of ſupporting 


the * of God, nor unerring Juſtice 


deſert 
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deſert iel in che enen of - theſe 
means, there is every reaſon to expect, that 
- if provocation is perſiſted in by abandoned 
licentiouſneſs *, penalties, ſuch as divine Waſ- 
dom ſhall appoint, and therefore moſt ſuitably 
adapted to the criminality of the offenders, 

wal follow, it being God's avowed declara- 
tion, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, lan 
the Lord. 


The variety of ways, in which He can dg 
this, is unbounded. The Hiſtory of the World 
tells us ſo. But without appealing to that, 
whether ſacred or profane, moſt of us have 
lived Jong enough to make another appeal, to 
our own obſervation, may not I ſay, to our 
own feelings? Eyents have ariſen, and mul- 


There are inſtances enough at preſent to warrant 
the application of theſe terms, when provocations to 
amuſement (couched fometimes in terms levelled at things 
ſacred) are continually manifold ; and when the Chriſ- 
tian Sabbath itſelf is proſtituted to Various acts of cri= 

' minal — 


a 


n) 


tiplied, which no human ferelight could o- 
jecture, certainly not announce upon any rule 


the events are, and what their inſtrumentality, 


any other cauſe than the providential Interpo« 
ſition of the, Almighty, as a ſcourge: to the 
nations of the earth, to raiſe them from @ 
torpid ſtate, and to convince them of their 
unworthineſs to enjoy, without diſturbance, 
bleſſings {piritual as well as temporal, which 
have been ſo long and ſo daringly abuſed by: 


groſs Superſtition on the one hand, and by: 
preſuming Infidelity on the other, to their 


reproach and His diſhonour. This ſeourge. 


unparalleled in ſome views of it, is ſtill in 


operation, and no affected incredulity can nom 
pretend to doubt it's Aim againſt this happy 


iſland, whoſe abundant bleſſings are threat- 


ened with overthrow and ruin. 


Under ſuch circumſtances what are we to 
do, or where to look for ſupport and reſcue, 


to 
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| 16'the multitude of an Hot, as if they, how- 
ſucceſs? Or to God, who alone can give it; 


under whoſe dominion the elements are, and 
no leſs the artful” ſtratagems and ſtubborn 
wills of men, who, ſhould he ariſe to con- 
found their devices and * their aims, 
muſt fall. 


Upon Him, then, as the rock of our con- 
fidence, we muſt earneſtly rely, and, whilſt 
dye negle& no means of ſi uccour, which Fi- 
delity to our Country, Loyalty to our King, 
or Concern for ourſelves and our poſterity can 
ſuggeſt, whilſt we meet danger with firm- 
| neſs, and encounter difficulties with reſolu- 
tion, let us, above all, be ſolicitous to put on 
the armour of righteouſneſs, and take for an 
helmet the hope of ſalvation, in addition to 
the ſhield of faith, thus committing ourſelves 
into the hands of God, as into the hands of a 
faithful Creator and moſt. compaſſionate Sa- 


, | * : ; : | viour. * 


a 
viour. For as His MajzesTrY' 18, 80 18 His 
_Mexcv. Be. N Ph 
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To which moſt adorable Gop, as exiſting 4 
in the fulneſs of incomprehenſible perfection, = 
FarRER, Sox, and Hor GnosT, be aſcribed 


- 


Dominion and Honour, now and ever. 
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